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Fall
RMF Award Winner and Runners-up!
The Risk Management Foundation proudly recognizes the Alpha Kappa Chapter, Hillsdale College, as the 2005-06 RMF 
Award Winner. What made their application stand out? Their answers were detailed, specific and demonstrated their grasp 
on risk management concepts, and they had a clear intent for the award in the event that they won. Download a copy of 
their application at www.sigmachi.org—click “Members” and then “Risk Management Foundation.”

Additionally, with a record number of applicants, the RMF selected two other chapters as finalists: Alpha Beta Chapter, 
University of California-Berkeley, and Theta Eta Chapter, University of Missouri-Rolla. Each runner-up will receive up to 
$1,000 to go toward risk management efforts in their respective chapters.

Congratulations, brothers!

The new RMF Award Application will be available online with the Peterson Application in early November.

 

Designated Driver Grant
The Risk Management Foundation is pleased to announce that the Designated Driver Grant Program will continue 
for the 2006-07 program year.

This year’s grant provides your chapter with $800 to help fund the cost of educating your membership on the dangers 
of drinking and driving and to help implement a designated driver program. The grant will appear in the form of a credit 
on your chapter’s annual membership contribution statement. Attached to your chapter’s RMF statement and invoice 
were the required grant eligibility forms to be completed by your chapter (distributed via e-mail on August 2, 2006). These 
forms can also be found at www.sigmachi.org—once there, click “Members” and then “Risk Management Foundation.”

In order to qualify for the grant money, your chapter must:
• Implement a designated driver program to educate your membership on the dangers of drinking and driving.
• Submit the Uniform Grant Agreement form by November 15, 2006, along with written certification that your 
 chapter has a designated driver program. Should the RMF not receive these necessary documents by the deadline, 
 the grant will be forfeited.

We all recognize that a designated driver program can help in providing for the safety and betterment of your 
brotherhood and the community. Additionally, an effective program can help keep claims at a minimum.

   If you have any questions about this process, please contact:
 
  Steve Davidson, RMF Managing Director
  Phone: (847) 869-3655 x 235
  E-mail: steve.davidson@sigmachi.org

 

Best wishes for a safe and productive academic year!

Contributors to this issue: Eric Bolt, Danny Maiuri and Andy Shelp
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F A C E B O O K I N G

W H A T  M E S S A G E S  A R E  Y O U  S E N D I N G ?

W H A T  E X P E C T A T I O N S  A R E  Y O U  C R E A T I N G ?

H O W  D O E S  T H I S  I N C R E A S E  Y O U R  R I S K ?

B l o g g i n g

P r o f i l e

Y O U !

M y S p a c i n g

T E X T I N G

The immediacy of communication in the 21st century is part of the 

undergraduate experience. A brother can make an observation about his 

pledge ceremony on his blog and it’s available for global consumption as 

soon as he clicks “submit.” He can update his MySpace profile to include 

the digital picture he took of himself and his girlfriend at a band’s concert 

the night before. He can also include a link to a song he just downloaded 

off iTunes by that same band. If he has the right electronics, he could do 

all of this at the same time while drinking a beer at a party without 

missing so much as a beat of conversation.

But, where does accessibility, immediacy and electronic 

connectedness leave the brothers of Sigma Chi? It can certainly be a 

helpful tool in a fast-paced world, but can it sometimes get in the way? 

Can it sometimes hinder a chapter’s ability to manage its own risks?

We’ve combed the Facebook and MySpace sites. Many of you declare 

your allegiance to Sigma Chi on your MySpace profile, posting images 

of the crest and pictures of you and your brothers standing side by side 

in brotherly solidarity. However, it is a space where you also post pictures 

of your passed-out friends and collect comments from a network of 

e-friends that may include both images and text that are less than 

flattering to you, to the person you claim to be and to our Fraternity.

What messages are you sending? What expectations are you creating? 

How does this increase your risk?

Notes:Cell phones, text messages, 
e-mails, BlackBerries, 
instant messages, blogs, 
MySpace, Facebook … ...
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W H A T  E X P E C T A T I O N S  A R E  Y O U  C R E A T I N G ?

H O W  D O E S  T H I S  I N C R E A S E  Y O U R  R I S K ?

W H A T  M E S S A G E S  A R E  Y O U  S E N D I N G ?

Motto: “The only Fraternity that matters is Sigma Chi!!!”
Sex: Male /  20 Years Old
AIM Screenname: IBaggedABabe, TreyIII

Trey’s Details

Status: Single
Here for: Networking, Dating, Serious Relationships, Friends
Orientation: Straight
Body type: 6’ / Athletic
Smoke/Drink: yes / yes
Children: Someday
Education: In college (duh)
Occupation: pro hookup artist

Trey’s Interests

General: Sigma Chi, sleeping, drinking, smoking ;), the crunk dance,
hooking up, cycling, football and hockey, hammocks, rafting trips

Music: The Sigma Chi Sweetheart Song, Cold Play, DMB, Jack Johnson,
Modest Mouse, Led Zeppelin, Oasis, Built to Spill, Buena Vista Social Club,
JSBX, Metallica, Hendrix

Movies: Jacob’s Ladder, Animal House, Super Troopers, Pulp Fiction,
The Big Lebowski, Gladiator

Television: The Office, Lost, SNL, Family Guy, Entourage, The Simpsons,
Nip/Tuck, South Park

Books: The Norman Shield, bike maintenance books

Trey’s Quotes:

“This badge requires more of me than the world requires of other men.”
—Founders of Sigma Chi

“Now, she should be good-looking, but we’re willing to trade looks for 
a certain…morally casual attitude.”—Animal House

“Respect my authoritah!!”—Cartman on South Park

“The Dude abides.”—The Big Lebowski

Trey’s latest blog entries:

> The cops killed our party!
> Party with Sigma Chi this weekend!
> Friends don’t let friends study on Friday
> Dude, where’s my bong? No really, guys, where is it?

Trey’s blurbs:

About Trey:
I like to drink and flirt and make-out. When I drink tequila, I like to fight, but my
bros keep me from getting too messed up. Um. Yeah. I’m majoring in poli sci,
but I don’t know what I’ll do with it later. Some people I’d like to meet are:
Your mom
Steve Carell
Will Farrell
Short-haired chicks
Your mom (again)

“What kind of drug are you?”              Take the quiz here.
I am cocaine—addictive, expensive and confident.

“My pimp name is…”                Take the quiz here.
White Chocolate Love

Trey’s Friend Space – Displaying 6 of 189 friends

Trey’s Friend’s Comments – Displaying 4 of 97 commentsProfile Name: Trey
Dale 10/19/2006  1:27 AM

What up steak-head??!!?

10/17/2006  3:29 PM
Yo playa what up! how was ur trip... well
man i hope all is well and that we hang out
sometime this fall ... take it easy bro... IH

10/17/2006  11:21 AM
hey drunk ass I haven’t heard from you in a
while! what have you been doing?!! I have
my plastic pool bracelet ready to go and i 
have no plans to style my hair. i also plan on
wearing the same makeup from the night
before. so it is pretty much vegas all over
again.

10/16/2006  2:46 AM
TREY = DIRTY SLUT BAG AND A HALF.

Brice

Jessica

Kari

Dude!

Stammerin’ drunk Tina Ming the Mercelous

Tom Shannon

There are plenty of crazy scenes that take place at a chapter function—be it 
official or unofficial—that a lot of people never find out about. On the other 
hand, there is a lot that is captured on film, which is easy given most digital and 
cell phone cameras are pocket- and palm-sized.

At a recent Sigma Chi party, many photos were taken, some of which captured 
the following images:

• Undergrads doing beer bongs
• Students breaking furniture
• A couple of brothers climbing out of a third-story window to scale 
 the chapter house roof
• A student lighting himself on fire while trying to drink a flaming shot.

These photos were eventually posted to their chapter web site. This chapter is 
currently on probation with its university and Sigma Chi.

Again,

What messages are you sending?

What expectations are you creating?

How does this increase your risk?

“We wanted to have a party and invite a lot of people, so 
each of the brothers in the chapter sent a text message to 
twenty of his friends. That’s considered an invite, right? I 
mean, it’s kinda like a guest list.”

Let’s consider that scenario and its possible ramifications. If each of your brothers sends a text 

that reads, “Party @ Sigma Chi house!! 2nite @ 10! Bring friends!” to 20 of his friends, and those 

recipients pass the text along to some of their friends, and so on, how do you account for who 

shows up at your party? 

This recently occurred at a Sigma Chi chapter. After a text message invite to a party was passed 

along a number of times by way of countless students, a 17-year-old girl who received the text 

from a friend showed up at the Sigma Chi party. No one asked who she was or had any way of 

accounting for her presence there, and she drank. In fact, she drank a lot. Later, a passerby 

stopped her as she weaved along a sidewalk and asked if she was okay. She mumbled 

something about drinking at Sigma Chi and was taken to a local hospital.

“The safety and welfare of each guest is the responsibility of the individual who invited the guest,” 

states Policy #10 of the Risk Management Foundation Policy on Alcohol and Drugs. It also says, 

“Non-members attending a chapter function may do so only by invitation of a chapter member 

who shall assume personal responsibility for the welfare of guests …” Text messaging is 

convenient, but how can it undermine your personal responsibility to your chapter, your brothers 

and your community?

There are plenty of crazy scenes…


